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those who profess holiness. And when Anna, a buxom
young girl, aaks him to show her the way to the vicarage,
where she is to serve, he sees with the prescient eye of
malevolence that her entrance into the house bodes evil
to the priest, and he gloats over the prospect of Ms fall.
The girl, pure of heart as she is lovely in appearance,
brings new sunshine into the curate's lonely life. Her
innocent gayety recalls to him his lost sister, and he in-
dulges a thoughtless dream that Anna may forever live in
the vicarage. He presents her with a little golden cross,
the legacy of his mother. Unsuspecting of evil thought in
others, as he is unconscious of evil intent in himself, he
permits her to wear the cross in public, as do so many
girls in and around Kirchfeld. In a moon-lit night
Wurzelsepp, who prowls around the vicarage, overhears
an innocent talk between the priest and Anna, and he
suddenly confronts him and discloses to him the secret of
his budding affection for the girl.

"The voice of that young girl is to your ear as the song of a
bird in the woods. You look up from your hooks and feast on
her lovely face. You have given her your dead mother's cross,
and although the girl can't be yours, you don't want her to be
another man's wife. . . . With that gown on you, you must
be what I think you are, even against your will. You musf,
.even though your heart should break."

And the peasants, he says, will think as he does when
they see her with the golden cross around her neck, for

"they are all good Christians; you priests have taught them to
fear Satan more than God, and therefore they think evil rather
than good of others. . . . You may struggle as much as you
please, but that girl will be your ruin. I know you are thinking